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High mountain fires create new problems 
High-elevation fires have implications for natural and human systems. 
High mountains are natural water towers that normally provide a sustained source of water to millions of people 
in dry summer months in the Western U.S. The scars that wildfires leave behind-known as burn scars -affect 
how much snow can accumulate at high elevations. This can influence the timing, .gualitY. and .guantitY. of water 
that reaches reservoirs and rivers downstream. 
High-elevation fires also remove standing trees that act as anchor points that normally stabilize the snowpack, 
raising the risk of avalanches. 
The loss of tree canopy also exposes mountain streams to the Sun, increasing water temP-eratures in the cold 
headwater streams. Increasing stream temperatures can harm fish and the larger wildlife and predators that rely 
on them. 
Climate change is increasing fire risk in many regions across the globe, and studies show that this trend will 
continue as the planet warms. The increase in fires in the high mountains is another warning to the U.S. West 
and elsewhere of the risks ahead as the climate changes. 
[Understand new developments in science, health and technology, each week. Subscribe to The Conversation's 
science newsletter.] 
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